Global Warming Is An Issue, Not A Crusade
By James W Smith

The problem with the true believer is that an issue becomes black and white. There is no room for discussion. The true believer is right and if you do
not agree with him/her, you are dead wrong. The fact is the true believer is not satisfied just with the knowledge that they are right. They need you to
acknowledge that they are right as well. They need to convert you. There can be no dissension. There can be no discourse. Facts do not really matter

if they do not fit into the true believer's argument.

In extreme and violent terms we have seen this behavior manifest itself throughout history. The Crusades and the misguided horrors of Nazi Germany
in the Second World War are examples. Today the violent true believer mentality can be seen in the extreme elements of Islam.The true believer
mentality also exists in less dramatic and more subtle ways throughout our society. It can be seen in ethnic, racial or gender discrimination. It can be
seen in religious intolerance. Unfortunately, it was also be seen in the United Nations sponsored climate change event in Bali in December 2007.

The U.N. Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) panel's chairman, Rajendra Pachauri, said: Climate change imperils "the most precious

treasures of our planet,” and the effects are "so severe and so sweeping that only urgent global action will do.

In fact, the United Nations reports that global warming is "unequivocal. It estimates that as early as the year 2020 between 75 and 250 million people
in Africa will suffer water shortages. It goes on to state that residents of Asia's largest cities will be at great risk of river and coastal flooding. Europeans

can expect extensive species loss. North Americans will experience longer and hotter heat waves and greater competition for water.

The world's scientists have spoken clearly and with one voice," UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon said, "I expect the world's policy makers to do the

same."

According to the United Nations true believers, global warming is "unequivocal" and the world scientists "have spoken clearly and with one voice".
There is no discussion. There is no dissent. All knowledgeable people now have been converted to this crusade. The reality, of course, is that global

warming consensus is not the case in the scientific community.

Indeed for the Nobel winning United Nations panel (IPCC) and Nobel Prize winner Al Gore, fundamental problems with their global warming argument
have already started to appear. As true believers in their global warming crusade, they will probably rationalize or ignore all facts that do not advance
the cause. For the rest of us, as objective observers of the issue of global warming, the following facts should be carefully considered.

Global warming was supposed to cause frequent and violent hurricanes. The fact is that neither the intensity nor the frequency of hurricanes has
increased. The 2007 season was the third quietest since 1966. In 2006 not a single hurricane made landfall in the U.S..

Since the mid 19th century, the mean global temperature has increased by 0.7 degrees Celsius. This slight warming is not unusual, and lies well within
the range of natural variation. Carbon dioxide continues to increase in the atmosphere, but the mean planetary temperature hasn't increased

significantly now for the last nine years.

In fact , 2007 provides anecdotal evidence that the Earth is, in effect, cooling. Antarctica is getting colder. Snow fell for the first time in Buenos Aires
since 1918. Australia had the coldest June in its history this year. It snowed in South Africa for the first time in 15 years. South America experienced

one of its coldest winters in the last three decades.

In fact, the entire southern hemisphere experienced bitter cold weather in 2007. The Canadian government has just warned that this winter is likely to

be its coldest in at least 15 years. Already, this winter has been very cold in many other parts of the Northern Hemisphere as well.

We have heard about global warming causing the rapidly melting Arctic Ice Cap in the last several years. In fact, advocates of man made global

warming point to the rapidly melting Arctic ice as a sign that global warming is occurring even faster than expected.

However, the facts as reported by NASA's Jet Propulsion Laboratory in California last month indicate a quite different conclusion. The melting of the

Arctic sea ice in this study has nothing to do with global warming. It was a natural phenomenon caused by unusual winds and atmospheric pressure.

The project studied trends in Arctic Sea Ice using satellite data , computer models and buoy observations of sea ice drift. The conclusion of the study

was as follows: "The rapid decline in winter perennial ice the past two years was caused by unusual winds. Unusual atmospheric conditions set up



wind patterns that compressed the sea ice, loaded it into the Transpolar Drift Stream, and then sped its flow out of the Arctic. When that sea ice
reached lower latitudes, it rapidly melted in the warmer waters. The winds causing this trend in ice reduction were set up by an unusual pattern of

atmospheric pressure that began at the beginning of this century".

Global warming proponents have pointed out that records showed that 1998 was the hottest year on record in the United States. Several of the years
surrounding 1998 were very warm and near the record as well. It certainly appeared that the climate was warming due to these historical records.
However, it has just been discovered that the records were erroneous. A Canadian blogger named Steve Mclntyre audited the NASA records and

found errors. When he reported his findings to NASA scientists, they conducted a review that showed he was correct.

This led NASA to recently revise the data published on its website. The errors change the historical facts concerning the global warming argument.
The hottest year in the United States is no longer 1998, but 1934. 2001 is no longer in the Top Ten. Instead, four of the top ten hottest years are in the
1930s.

Global warming is an issue that needs to be looked at objectively. It is an issue for rational discourse concerning science and facts. However, it has
become a crusade for environmental true believers. Despite the United Nations rhetoric, scientists do not speak with "one voice" and man-made global

warming is not "unequivocal”.

The danger in blindly following the United Nations global warming crusaders is that we become far removed from the facts of the issue. Indeed, these
same United Nations true believers could one day be wearing winter coats in tropical Bali asking Gaia, (the goddess of nature), for increased global

warming. Such perversity happens when an issue becomes a crusade.
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